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COVID19
FOCS hopes that everyone has done well in lock-down. With the 
close of the RACV it has been wonderful to see so many residents 
taking advantage of walking the RACV Golf Course.

We hope that everyone remains well and in particular has taken 
something positive out of this lock down. There is much to be 
thankful for when all is said and done.

One aspect of Lock down that we should remind permanent and 
part time residents alike is that the RACV Golf Course is in fact 
Private Property. We walk their course because they allow us to 
do so. Having said that, they do want to build a good relationship 
with permanent and part-time residents to this wonderful part 
of the world. What does frustrate management is that some 
residents have chosen, during this time, to allow their children 
to use the bunkers as a sand pit. Also that some who walk the 
course with their dogs elect not to pick up their “poop”. We all 
need to remember that we live in a wonderful part of the world 
and we should do our bit to ensure it remains that way. Having 
made these observations it has been great to see so many people 
taking advantage of walking the course and the greater precinct.

2020 Annual General Meeting of FOCS
The 2020 AGM of the Friends of Cape Schanck will be held on 
Sunday October 25, commencing at 10.30 am. We hope that we 
will be able to hold the meeting at The Views but shall confirm the 
venue nearer to the date. FOCS is also seeking a guest speaker 
for the meeting. Amongst the items on the Agenda will be reports 
from the President, Treasurer and Membership Officer.

Mornington Peninsula Shire Budget 
Submission
The submission made by FOCS to the MPSC was for approval to 
complete a feasibility study into the proposal for a multi-purpose 
track down Cape Schanck Road down to the Lighthouse Reserve 
for use by walkers and cyclists. FOCS submitted that it was a 
safety issue as Cape Schanck Road was an 80 KPH road and 
there was no provision for walkers or cyclists who had to use the 
same road reserve sharing with traffic. Council did not include 
our request in its 2020-2021 Draft Budget. FOCS has submitted 
a further request for Council to reconsider its decision but we are 
not confident of success.

Cape Schanck Community events
Community Garden
A small group within the Community are researching the possibility 
of a Community Garden where families, children, grandparents, 
couples, singles - all local residents would have the opportunity 
to spend peaceful, relaxing and rewarding time with friends 
and neighbours, growing and nurturing a garden. This is such 
a wonderful opportunity for children to connect with nature and 
benefit from participating in the production of veggies, herbs, 
flowers, and all of the processes needed to create such a beautiful 
space, as well as residents to meet, share tasks and chat in a safe 
and rewarding environment.

Several locals are enthusiastic to participate, and support for the 
concept is very strong. If you are interested, or know other locals 
who wish to be involved, please contact: Trish Barr at trishbarr94@
gmail.com.

Social - Drinks and Nibbles
With social restrictions gradually being eased we will resume 
our monthly Drinks and Nibbles event with the first to be held on 
Friday July 17, 2020 at 6pm at The Views. Bookings are essential 
as numbers are limited due to current restrictions. Please contact 
Jo-Ann Currie on 0419 518 469 with your details.

Recycling initiative
The recycling around Cape Schanck has been operating for 2-3 
months now. A few deliveries have been made to collection points 
with waste from Cape Schanck. A report after 6 months will follow 
with a decision about continuing.

We urge that people deposit items with care. We do not want 
mixed goods. For example we are collecting plastic milk bottle 
tops - not every other sort of top. 

It is not fair to expect those collecting and delivering to have to sort 
or clean before depositing elsewhere. Please continue to deposit 
cleaned goods in appropriate tins so that our volunteers will 
continue to offer this service.

We have introduced another item to the collection - PAPER tea bag 
tags. These will be used by an organisation to sell with the money 
used to provide wheel chairs for people who are homeless. The 
collection point is at 35 Casuarina Drive Cape Schanck.

What is collected and where?
Look out for the black tins or bins with the FOCS logo:

How times have changed since our last newsletter!!

It’s an easy stroll on the track between Long Point and Rodgers Rd



What’s your Internet Speed?... a FOCS Survey 
When NBN was first available in Cape Schanck it was possible 
for some residents to achieve speeds close to 50Mb download 
and 25Mb upload speeds. Since then a number of residents 
have reported speed issues in relation to their fixed wireless NBN 
connection. Of particular concern for some in the current climate 
of working from home, is the extremely slow upload speeds. 
According to an NBN installer, “a number of new installs have 
failed due to very poor upload speeds and it appears we either 
have an overloaded system or there is something else that an 
engineer needs to determine”. In July 2018 the Federal Minister 
for Communications issued directives that have since resulted 
in theoretical faster download speeds but halved upload speeds 
down to 10Mb max. The recent speed test opposite shows results 
that are similar to the old ADSL2 speeds we used to experience 
before the NBN and significantly less than plans that should 
deliver up to 75/10Mb speeds. It should be noted that “Fixed 
Wireless speeds in general are variable and may be significantly 
impacted by cell congestion”. FOCS is wanting to identify whether 
cell congestion or other issues are affecting most or just a few 
households. It would be appreciated if you are able to assist by;

Feedback and Enquiries
If you have any feedback or questions, or are interested in joining FOCS, please 
check our website. If you feel passionate about something particular within the 
community please raise the matter with FOCS. Most importantly if you have 
some time to devote and can champion your project we’d love to welcome you.

Contacts 
Website:  http://focs.com.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Cape-

Schanck-230727037008286/
Email:  friendscapeschanck@gmail.com

FOCS RECYCLING LOCATIONS
Recyclables Collection Point

Household Batteries
29 Bass Vista Bvd

Printer cartridges

Plastic Bottle tops (2,4)
30 Casuarina Dve

Plastic bread tags

Soft plastics 

34 Bass Vista BvdSport shoes 

Mobile phones

If anyone else would like to add to this project please contact Debbie 
0419 302 338 - especially if you would also like to be a collection 
point for these or other items that can be re-purposed or recycled.

RECYCLING 
ONLY

mornpen.vic.gov.au/recycling
1300 850 600

mornpen.vic.gov.au/disposalguide
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Newspaper

YES! only these items

NO! NOT these items

Empty glass 
bottles & jars

All hard plastics
(whether or not 
they have a 
recycling code)

NO garbage

NO crockery
or oven safe glass

NO clothing, shoes
or textiles

NO oil or 
hazardous material

NO electrical goods
/items. Anything 

with a cord or battery

NO nappies

NO soft plastics (bags, wrapping, 
packaging) or polystyrene

NO garden hoses

Steel and aluminium
cans, aerosol cans, 
foil, trays, pots
and pans

Paper, 
cardboard,
envelopes
& newspaper

Please don’t place recyclables in plastic bags

Soft plastics recycling is provided at selected supermarkets

If the NBN speeds we’re 
getting aren’t much different 
from the old ADSL2 speds, 

then the Federal Gov’t could 
have saved $40b! 

If only our COVID numbers 
were this low

MPS Guidelines for their Recyling bins

MPS is inviting the community to vote for their favourite name for the 
new Aquatic Centre being constructed in Rosebud. 

Following more than 400 community suggestions, Mornington 
Peninsula Shire has shortlisted five names for the new Aquatic 
Centre and now it’s your turn to help decide! You can view the 
shortlisted options and vote at https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/
About-Us/Have-your-say/Have-Your-Say-Vote-for-your-favourite-
Aquatic-Centre-name. 

Voting closes at 5pm on 9 July.

FOCS understanding is that two of the shortlisted names are in 
contention at present, namely “Rosebud Aquatic Centre”, which 
is self-explanatory, and “Yawa Aquatic Centre”. Yawa is the local 
indigenous word for “swim” or “to swim”. So if you would like to take 
the opportunity to influence the outcome, go to the above link or 
search for it on the MPS website under “Have your say”.

Vote on the shortlist of five possible names for 
the new Aquatic Centre by 9th July - BE QUICK

• connecting to www.speedtest.net and conduct a test of 
your internet download and upload speeds.

• after the speedtest has completed, share the results and the link 
by sending an email to: info@focs.com.au. 

• include a contact name and your address. We understand that 
the address is used by NBN to help diagnose the issue.

• include your provider’s name and what plan you are on, i.e. 
expected download and upload speeds (if known).

• FOCS will then compile and forward the list to Greg Hunt to 
pursue the issue with NBN. (Note: Your details will not be shared 
by FOCS with anyone else or used for any other purpose)

• FOCS will provide further news of any progress.


