
The CFA website has a number of documents that 
are detailed and comprehensive resources. They 
are designed to help you plan for survival, beginning 
with the basics of preparing before the fire season, 
through to planning what to do if fire is in your area 
and you cannot leave.

They can be found at: https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/
plan-prepare

Pictured below: several of the documents  
that can be found on the CFA website
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Do you have a Fire Plan?
We’ve all seen and heard about the catastrophic fires 
in Queensland and New South Wales. We live in a rural 
setting and for most of us there is only one access 
road into and out of our precinct. FOCS urges all 
residents in the precinct to have a Fire Plan in place 
and to be ready to implement that Plan if necessary.

The responsibility for surviving the fire season 
is shared between emergency services and the 
community. We all have a role in ensuring our 
community’s safety.

Another festive season has arrived and with it the final Newsletter from FOCS for 2019.
FOCS hopes that all residents in the Cape Schanck Precinct have a safe and enjoyable festive Season.
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2019 Annual General Meeting of FOCS
The AGM was held on Sunday 27 October at the Views Cape 
Schanck. It was wonderful to see 21 residents in attendance.

Before getting down to the business end of the AGM FOCS 
wishes to acknowledge our guest speaker – Janice Haynes. 
Janice provided a very informative presentation with narrative 
on the Cape Schanck Lighthouse. Janice is also known as “the 
Lady of History”. All of those who attended the AGM enjoyed 
Janice’s performance in period costume as she educated us 
about the first British coastal mapper, settlers and convicts. Our 
thanks go to Janice for making herself available.

Election of Office Bearers for 2020.
All positions were declared vacant and the following residents 
subsequently elected:

President Barrie Rimmer
Vice President Debbie Withers
Secretary Robyn Johnston
Treasurer Susie Cordia
Membership Development Officer Chris England

Election of General Committee Members for 2020
The following residents were elected as General Committee 
members:

Peter Cordia Ian Renwick
Trish Barr Stephanie Lee
Martine Xavier  Martin Atchison

Membership Category
A revised two-tier membership category was discussed and 
subsequently agreed to. If any resident is interested in joining 
FOCS please contact the Membership Development Officer – 
Chris England – 0409 772 115. 

Left: Janince Haynes demonstrating some of 
the signalling that was a part of a lighthouse 
keeper’s duties.



Recycling
Recycling has been in the news for much of the year. It is 
a growing problem not just for our community but also for 
everyone. A small group of residents are researching the 
potential for strategic placement of a number of purpose-
specific (e.g. glass, paper and cardboard etc.) recycling boxes 
within the precinct. 

Bus Shelter
The second bus shelter has finally begun to take shape. FOCS 
will monitor its completion.

At the conclusion of the meeting members enjoyed a refreshing 
lunch. 

AGM General Business

MPSC Budget 2020
A major focus for FOCS in the coming year relates to a 
submission by it to the MPSC Budget for 2020. FOCS is 
requesting $50,000 to undertake a feasibility study into the 
construction of a multi-purpose track (for walking and cycling) to 
provide safe access to the Reserve on Cape Schanck Road and 
also to enable interaction between residents.

Community Garden
The benefits of establishing a Community Garden were also 
raised at the AGM. Such a garden would enable people to 
come together to grow vegetables and other plants, to learn 
new skills, meet other people and generally become involved in 
our community. It was agreed that this was a project that FOCS 
should pursue.

Cape Schanck Community Social events
Monthly Drinks and Nibbles at The Views
The monthly drinks and nibbles at The Views provide an opportunity for members of the community to gather and meet other 
residents in a social setting. This social gathering has gradually grown over the year. The turn out for our final gathering for the year 
– held in November – was enjoyed by all who attended. Drinks and nibbles will commence again on Friday 21 February at The Views 
commencing at 6.00pm.

Feedback and Enquiries
If you have any feedback or questions, or are interested in 
joining FOCS, please check our website. If you feel passionate 
about something particular within the community please raise 
the matter with FOCS. Most importantly if you have some time to 
devote and can champion your project we’d love to welcome you.

Contacts 
Website:  http://focs.com.au 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Cape-
Schanck-230727037008286/

Email:  friendscapeschanck@gmail.com

Clockwise from top: AGM discussion in full swing; 
The Views provided another magnificent spread; 
Some members of the newly elected committee.

Cape Schanck - Community Consultation Placemaking 2018-2019 report
The feedback has been collated and reviewed by Shire Officers. The Shire has just made their report available to FOCS literally 5 minutes 
before this newsletter was to be printed! The report provides a summary of the feedback gleaned from the community meeting that 
was held on Friday 29 March at the Boneo Community Hall and email submissions. It gives an 
indication of how this information will be used to inform the direction of future projects.

Key Issues: 
1. Community reserve and playground 
2. Trails and Pathways for walking and cycling 

Other issues:
3. Maintaining Cape Schanck’s Coastal Rural and Neighbourhood Character 
4. Road traffic and speed limits 

The full report can be found at https://focs.com.au/category/mornington-peninsula-shire/

As part of the report we also received a Vegetation Management Plan for 27 Bernards Way 
and Shire representative’s have had discussion with the Natural Systems Team about the 
project as they work with many friends groups on biodiversity projects. Early in the new 
year Shire representatives will arrange a site meeting where we can discuss the vegetation 
management plan and project together with a basic works program. It is expected that 
residents will be able to be actively involved. FOCS members will be emailed details about 
the on-site meeting when known and will also advertise it on the FOCS website.
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