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Another winter is upon us with all the great weather best observed from the warmth and dryness of your home 
after brave walk outside. Its also a time when many of us migrate to a warmer climate. We at FOCS will be little 
down on numbers but things will still progress, some maybe a bit slower for the next few months. 

Find us at focs.com.au

Mornington Peninsula Shire commits 
$110,000 for our community
Budget Submission 
As in previous years, FOCS made a budget submission to 
Mornington Peninsula Shire in relation to local capital works 
projects that came out of our earlier “Your Big Idea” surveys. 
This year we focussed on 2 priority items that had been 
previously flagged from those responses and had been initiated 
last year, namely:

• the erection of a second bus shelter at a site to be 
determined but more convenient to residents towards the 
Cape Schanck end of Cape Schanck Road;

• funding for the initial stage of development of a community 
recreation reserve within Cape Schanck as identified as 
a medium priority item in the ‘Playspace Strategy 2015-
2020’ document

Council decided at their meeting on Tuesday 13 June to:

• include a Budget allocation of $60,000 for the construction 
of a local playground in Cape Schanck. The project is 
incorporated within the Playspace Implementation Program.

• The Cape Schanck place making project is also proposed 
to be funded as the Red Hill Ward project within the 
Township Placemaking Program. The allocation includes 
$40,000 for the project.

• The Traffic and Transport Team generally re-use/recycle one 
to two bus shelters per year. The bus shelters are located 
on local roads and are generally used for school bus stops. 
The construction of a bus shelter ranges from $5,000 to 
$10,000 and the construction is funded from the Minor 
Road Infrastructure Improvements budget.

We appreciate the good advice and support we received for 
our submission from Red Hill Ward councillor, David Gill.

This will assist in the finalisation of the Shire’s deliberation 
regarding a site for our Local park and will enable us to plan 
and deliver these much-needed facilities. 

“Your Big Idea 2017” survey  
  - Summary of Results
We had really good engagement from the community in 
both the first and second stage of our survey. The results are 
presented in the attached table. The Stage 1 questions are 
shown in descending priority order with “Upgraded road 
and cycling facilities with council and VicRoads / cycle lane 
or path” and “Negotiate access to RACV facilities for local 
resident” most popular. Green coloured questions represent 
stage 2 with additional questions submitted by and then voted 
on by residents. Most Popular was “Create a Register (and 
mechanism) for potential reciprocal help process including 
people happy to help and people who want to receive help”. 
Priority “Other” represents existing projects we were seeking 
community opinion. 

What next? Currently we are allocating prime contacts for each 
question. Anyone that would like to get involved or give us some 
input please contact us on friendscapeschanck@gmail.com

Community matters
Green Energy Survey and possible joint project with RACV
FOCS has been investigating potential options that would initiate 
some form of green energy project in our neighbourhood. Earlier 
this year FOCS conducted a FOCS Alternative Energy Survey 
and there were 52 responses. Overwhelmingly, respondents 
indicated that they 

• had an interest in participating in community energy 
planning and/or projects

• were interested in attending an information session about 
residential solar and battery storage technology

Based on the survey results we have had further meetings and 
follow-up discussions with the RACV about ways that we may 
be able to develop a plan. On the 25 May at our last meeting 
- hosted by Damian at The Views -  FOCS representatives and 
RACV met to discuss possible models and technologies that 
could be considered on the basis of a joint project. Leading the 
discussion was Damien Moyse, Policy & Research Manager 
from ATA - Alternative Technology Association. ATA are also 
publishers of ReNew and Sanctuary magazines. Find out more 
about ATA at www.ata.org.au

Extract: Playspace Strategy 2014-2020 p.42
An indication of the types of facilities we can expect for a local park. These are where visits are 
likely to be of short duration with the expectation that visitors will be local residents who walk or 
bike ride and not require car parking, toilets or barbeque facilities.



Representatives of the Committee will continue to meet with 
RACV and ATA to progress this initiative. Once we have more 
specific ideas, RACV have indicated they would be prepared to 
host an information evening for residents to increase everyone’s 
overall knowledge in this area and to present specific plan for a 
joint community/commercial project.

Red Hill Ward meetings
Red Hill Ward Consultative Committee, via our Councillor 
David Gill, is developing an input to Mornington Council asking 
for a review to strengthen protection of our Green Wedge and 
adherence to Green Wedge principles. FOCS has made a 
submission, highlighting the inconsistent application of Green 
Wedge principles in evaluating Development applications. 

The question of Gas 
We have continued to follow up the potential for Natural Gas 
distribution in Cape Schanck, tapping in to the mains line that 
has been recently installed for RACV. APA Group – Operator for 
Australian Gas Networks are currently reviewing supply needs 
now that the supply line is commissioned. They have suggested 
they might have a more definite response in about August. 

LOCAL businesses
FOCS would like to support Local Businesses and in line with 
one of the priorities from “Your Big Ideas” we will publish a list 
of local Businesses. If you would like to include your Business in 
our list please let us know. The intention is to have it included on 
our webpage. 

Social matters 
Cape Caffe
Did you know that we now have a little 
cafe at Cape Schanck Lighthouse? If not 
then check it out. At present its only open 
on weekends and holidays, drop in for 
a coffee or just to say “hi”. Damien from 
Views resort is just starting there but he 
has some exciting plans for the future. 
FOCS is also exploring a number of 
possibilities with Damien for this great 
space. He is seeking inputs and ideas 
from anyone who would like to join in. 

Above: Members of FOCS with Damien at the lighthouse

Neighbour day 
We had a lovely BBQ on Neighbour day this year, as we do 
every year. Good weather, mountains of good food, great 
company, what more can you wish for? We had so much fun, 
met a few new friends and caught up with some we already 
knew. It is one of the most exciting times in the year and we 
always look forward to organising it. If you couldn’t make it, we 
missed you and we hope to catch up next time

Become a Member
The Friends of Cape Schanck is a community based 
organisation with objectives that seek improvements in amenities 
available to Cape Schanck residents and to provide the 
opportunity for residents to meet at social events. Unfortunately, 
our monthly TAPAS nights have not proceeded this year due to 
the lack of a suitable venue - hopefully a resolution is at hand.

The Friends of Cape Schanck is an incorporated organisation 
and is required to provide a report and financial statement to 
Consumer Affairs each year.

Please be encouraged to become a member and be involved in 
your local community. An Application Form is included with this 
newsletter and is also available on our Website.

Feedback and Enquiries 
If you have any feedback or questions, please check our 
Facebook & website at:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Cape-Schanck

http://focs.com.au/index.php/focshome

Contacts 
Website: http://focs.com.au/  
Facebook: FOCS on Facebook
Email: friendscapeschanck@gmail.com

Above: Charts highlighting the results of the recent FOCS Alternative Energy Survey indicating 
some of current energy uses within the home and the significant percentage of homes without a 
solar installation of some kind. Many thanks to those who responded!


