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How is it possible that the 2016 is already gone? Christmas is upon us and 2017 is just about here. First and 
foremost, we would like to wish you all the best for the coming year and have a happy and safe Christmas 
break.  There are a lot of new and ongoing initiatives we here in FOCS are working busily on and we would like 
to share these with you. 

Find us at focs.com.au

Inside FOCS group -AGM
FOCS held its AGM on 23 of October to review another very 
busy year. The meeting elected office bearers for the coming 
year, namely: 

President:  Barrie Rimmer

Vice-president: Irene Wyld  

Secretary: Phil Mottolini 

Treasurer:  Robyn Johnston 

Membership Development Officer. Chris England

Committee: Mal Kalinowski, Debbie Withers, Ian 
Renwick, Jo-ann Currie, Mike Hathaway.

A special vote of thanks to Debbie Wihers, our outgoing 
President of 3 years, Debbie led us with a gentle but strong 
hand and has been a passionate and devoted leader, 
Thankfully she agreed to stay with FOCS committee.

Cape Schanck Community social 
initiatives

Friday Tapas and drinks
Our new format  for our regular TAPAS nights has been a great 
success . We are now meeting in BLUE MINI adjacent to the 
pool on the 3rd Friday of the month. This cafe has a Tapas night 
with music but bookings are required. For the tourist season 
Tapas are not on but we are waiting for them starting again 
early in 2017.

Membership Development Officer
We have many new residents move into our community all the 
time, and receive quite a few requests for local information. To 
help make their move easier and more pleasurable FOCS have 
created a new role to identify when someone moves in and 
offer them a pack of locally useful information about the area. 
This will of course also be available for us existing residents as 
a hopefully useful resource.

What’s new for our community

Recycle goes weekly for summer
As announced by “Peninsula Wide” your household recycling 
bin will be collected every week starting 19 of December until 
February 2017. Your blue lid bin will be collected on the same 
day weekly to help you dispose your waste over summer and 
decrease garbage going to landfill.

Red Hill Ward meetings
The last meeting was a first face to face discussion with the new 
Red Hill Ward Councillor Gill and was related to the role of the 
Group. The consensus reached was:

• Community Groups would raise their individual issues 
directly with Councillor Gill.

• Future meetings would discuss issues that were common to 
all community groups, e.g. green wedge, coastal planning, 
budgets.

• The Group would seek a quarterly meeting at the Rosebud 
office with relevant Council staff.

• The next meeting would be on February 2017 at Shoreham 
on a Thursday to be determined and the topics for 
discussion will be the green wedge.

• This will give FOCS the opportunity to raise the Cape 
Schanck overlay.

Bus Shelter
After long discussions with Council, the plans for the Cape 
Schanck first bus shelter are now finalised and a contractor 
lined up to install the shelter in Bernards Way. The bus route in 
the morning will change and will travel along Bass Vista Blvd. 
Construction should comence in mid-January to be ready for the 
new School year. Thanks to Ian for his persistence in pushing this.

FOCS also reminded Council that we would be seeking a 
shelter at a second location and had flagged this in our budget 
input. We have been informed that there should be no issues, 
assuming a suitable refurbished shelter is available

Community Block Proposal for Cape Schanck
For several years now, Friends of Cape Schanck has been 
representing the need to have a community recreation reserve 
to be established in our precinct, for the benefit of residents and 
their visitors. This has been seen by residents as a very high 
priority for the community.

We are pleased to inform that this finally looks like coming 
to fruition, with Mornington Peninsula Shire budgeting 
a preliminary funding allocation in 2017, and with an 
Infrastructure Planner from MPS commencing community 
discussions to facilitate this development.

Initially development was proposed on a parcel of Shire land 
at the end of Bernards Way in Cape Schanck. While this 
would be reasonably central, it has a number of drawbacks for 
anything more than a low key indigenous vegetation reserve. 
However, a potentially better alternative has been identified for 
a community recreation reserve. This is the “Blacks Camp”, or 
“Fingal Bushland Reserve”, block at the corner of Boneo Road 
and Cape Schanck Road. This is a significant and well located 
parcel of vacant crown land that could be developed over time 
to include number of facilities.

We urge all interested residents to have a say on how you 
would like to see this proceed, as planning meetings get 
underway during 2017.



MPS Budget Submission
Mornington Peninsula Shire has again sought community 
submissions for capital funding of projects they wish to pursue in 
2017/18. FOCS has made a submission to secure funding for 
the establishment of our Community Reserve, well as provision 
of a second bus shelter.

The question of Gas
FOCS had some initial discussions earlier this year with APA in 
view of developing a case for extending natural gas reticulation 
to Cape Schanck residents This would be an extension of 
project already underway for RACV. After an initial study the 
feedback from APA was quite negative (shortfall of around 
$1.3M). However after further clarifications it looks like there 
may be glimmer of hope. APA is willing to review its analysis 
and come back to us with hopefully a more favourable answer. 
We will keep you posted

Meetings with RACV about progress of the redevelopment
The RACV holds bi-monthly “Stakeholder Committee” meetings 
to disseminate information about progress of the resort 
redevelopment and take stakeholder/community questions. Key 
points from the (December) meeting were:

• RACV and their contractor Kane advise the project overall 
is running on schedule

• The current height of the scaffolding in the core section of 
the building is a very good indication of the final building 
height (refer pics below), though clearly this will extend 
across the width of the building.

• Construction for the gas mains has commenced along 
Boneo Road

• There will be a construction break during the Christmas 
period extending effectively through to 12 January.

• RACV are finalising an application for a walking path from 

the golf course estate to link up with the existing Fingal 
Beach walking track.

As always, if you have any question/issue you would like to 
raise feel free to contact us by email.

What’s on the Horizon
The New year will see us progressing already started actions, 
initiatives and discussions including: 

• Kicking off our social events, including monthly Tapas nights 
and our regular and popular Neighbour Day barbeque. 
Look out for information on these activities.

• Organising planning and community discussions for 
the Community Reserve, as well as looking for funding 
opportunities to help support this.

• Discussions with RACV resort to pursue common interests 
(bike path, bushfire planning, access to RACV  facilities, 
playground, Boneo Rd upgrade).

• Road safety discussions with Vic Roads and MPC.

Feedback, Enquiries, Membership 
If you have any feedback or questions, or are interested in 
joining our group, please check our website at https://www.
facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Cape-Schanck

http://focs.com.au/index.php/focshome

If you feel passionate about any of our activities and can 
devote some of your time we are always looking for some help 
championing some project.

Contacts 
Website: http://focs.com.au/  
Facebook: FOCS on Facebook
Email: friendscapeschanck@gmail.com

Photo taken 11 December 2016 
from a residential property in Bass Vista Blvd

Photomontage (showing just the top three of seven storeys) that was digitally created by a resident at the time of the 
RACV application to Council. Without the benefit of an accurate height indicator it would seem to have been a half 

reasonable “guesstimate” of the HEIGHT of the building when measured against the horizon. 


