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Christmas is behind us and New Year celebrations as well. We 
hope that 2016 finds you and your family well and happy. The 
new year presents many challenges and opportunities for our 
community and FOCS is ready for it.. 

Inside the FOCS group 
FOCS held its AGM on 22 November to review another very 
busy year. The meeting elected office bearers for the coming 
year, namely: 

President: Debbie Withers 

Vice-president: Barrie Rimmer 

Secretary: Phil Mottolini 

Treasurer: Robyn Johnston 

Committee: Irene Wylde, Mal Kalinowski, Ian 
Colquhoun, Ian Renwick,

A special vote of thanks Richard Hasseldine. Richard has 
been a passionate and devoted treasurer as well as one of 
the original founders of FOCS. We’ll miss him at Committee 
meetings.

Cape Schanck community social 
activities

AGM and Neighbourhood Lunch at our community block
It was a great afternoon as always. This time a bit more private 
on our Cape Schanck community block. As usual we shared 
great food, lots of laughs and fascinating stories about past 
and present Cape Schanck community. We met old friends and 
a few new ones. Thanks for coming guys and if you couldn’t 
come, we hope to see you next time.

Top: Phil mowing  the community block  prior to the AGM
Bottom: Relaxing with great food after the AGM

Find us at focs.com.au

Thursday Tapas and drinks
In the past few months we have been trialing a different format 
for our regular TAPAS nights. We have been meeting in the 
BLUE MINI café adjacent to the Rosebud pool. The cafe has a 
Tapas night with music on the 3rd Friday of the month. This has 
proved an excellent venue and makes for an enjoyable evening.  
Our next evening is the18th February. RSVP asap to Debbie on 
0419 302 238.

Neighbour Day
We are planning to again hold a Cape Schanck “Neighbour 
Day” event. This will follow the popular format we have used 
in previous years, namely a FOCS run barbecue lunch and 
get together at The Pines picnic area. We will distribute more 
information shortly, but if you are interested please reserve 
Sunday 3 April.

What’s new for our community?

Green waste bins
After long dialogs with council we finally have 
achieved a green bins option for our area for 
those who want it. You have probably noticed on 
a number of bins (with green lid) on the curb, to 
be collected on alternative weeks to recyclables 
bin. If you wish to take advantage of this option 
call Mornington Council on 5950 1000 to order 
your Green waste bin. The service has a $130 
annual fee, pro-rata if taken up during the year.

Community block
Our community block at the end of Bernards Way has been 
included in Mornington Peninsula Shire Playgrounds strategy. 
It is included as mid-priority low-impact development as kids 
playground. No timing has yet been set for the commencement 
of this project.

Work starts on the new RACV redevelopment
As you are aware the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 
approved RACV’s planning application in July 2015.  
Construction works commenced in November 2015 and will 
continue until approximately mid-2018. 

Crane pictured from outside the resort working on the  
RACV redevelopment site.

http://focs.com.au


We are trying to make absolutely sure that the community 
stays informed about relevent issues and progress. As a 
consequence, a number of us have become part of Stakeholder 
Committee Meeting set up by RACV - after much lobbying by 
FOCS - as a way to inform and provide input from members 
of our community. We will also be publishing the “Community 
Information Newsletter” about the RACV Cape Schanck Resort 
Development on our website [ http://focs.com.au/index.
php/barrugunda-development/racv-redevelopment ]. The 
newsletter is to be published after every Stakeholder Committee 
Meeting with the next one scheduled for March. If you have 
any questions, issues or suggestions you would like to have put 
forward please email them to friendscapeschanck@gmail.com.

Potential for gas reticulation?
As part of their redevelopment, RACV have privately negotiated 
natural gas reticulation to their resort. As a result a gas mains 
pipeline will be constructed along Boneo Road to the RACV 
entry. We believe the opportunity may be available for other 
residents to approach the supplier to also be connected, 
however a more effective and hopefully a more economical 
approach may be for a collective approach to be made. FOCS 
is currently following up the best approach for doing this, in 
the meantime if you would like to register an interest and be 
kept informed of the outcomes, please drop us an email to 
friendscapeschanck@gmail.com. 

MPS budget formulation
Friends of Cape Schanck submitted an input to the 2015/16 
MPS Budget formulation, via the Shires “Have Your Say” process.

This is essentially a repeat of a submission we made for 
2014/15 which resulted in absolutely no allocation made. We 
consider it scandalous that for our community that contributes 
(by our calculations) nearly $1M annually in rates a mere 4% is 
actually spent in our area, the vast majority of this being for the 
ubiquitous kerbside waste collection. This has been the case for 
decades, and it is high time some dividend is returned to the 
community. We will keep you informed of any progress.

Wider community initiatives

Red Hill Ward meetings 
FOCS is also driving inputs to the Residents Association Meeting 
(RAM) run by Red Hill Ward councillor Tim Wood. The next 
meeting is 25 February at 6pm, MPS offices in Besgrove Street. 
Priority items for 2016 include:

• Seek on-going support and action for the Boneo Road 
Consultation Group by our councillor and the other Ward 
representatives

• For MPS to allocate resources to help us develop a “Cape 
Schanck Community Master Plan” – see more under What’s 
on the Horizon below.

Boneo Road Consultation Group
Following Mornington Peninsula Council’s decision to approve 
the RACV Cape Schanck Resort Redevelopment Plans with the 
knowledge of a 300%+ increase in traffic flow along Boneo 
Road, we believe it is important to ensure that the safety of 
residents, tourists, bike riders, wildlife and RACV Resort clients is 
not compromised during and after the construction period. 

Following action from a previous RAM meeting and as 
an action from the recent RACV Stakeholder Development 
Committee, Mornington Peninsula Shire will hold a second 
meeting to hear concerns about Boneo Road on Thursday 

18 February at 10am (Meeting Room 2 at the Shire Offices 
Besgrove Street Rosebud). RACV have indicated they, and it is 
expected that VicRoads will also, send representatives. Council 
will compile feedback for further discussions with VicRoads 
(given they are the responsible road authority). All welcome to 
attend or contact Ian Renwick 0418 106 315 if you can’t be 
there and want something presented on your behalf.

What’s on the horizon?
The new year will see us progressing actions and initiatives 
including; 

• Discussions with RACV to  pursue common interests 
(Bike path, bushfire planning, access to RACV  facilities, 
playground, Boneo Rd upgrade)

• Further pursue with council better options for green waste 
collection. We already have green bins but with those 
that have different needs for green waste collection FOCS 
is trying negotiate alternate solutions, with possibility of a 
more flexible “Free Tip Days” process being preferred.

• One of the most important long term actions is working with 
Council towards creating an endorsed “Cape Schanck 
Community Master Plan”. This will include consultation with 
the Cape Schanck community to ensure that we have a 
comprehensive and fair view of community requirements 

• Road safety and bus stops for school bus are also being 
progressed as a part of our discussion with council. 
Currently we are looking for the best location for stops.

• Continue to speak out about community concerns related to 
environment protection and infrastructure particularly when 
projects related to economic development and tourism are 
being considered by Council.

• More opportunities for community social gatherings, in 
particular we anticipate we will again hold our popular and 
successful “Neighbour Day” event around the end of March. 

Feedback, enquiries & membership 
If you have any feedback or questions, or are interested in 
joining our group, please check our website at https://www.
facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Cape-Schanck

http://focs.com.au/index.php/focshome

If you feel passionate about any of our activities and can 
devote some of your time, we are always looking for some help 
championing our projects.

Contacts:
Website: http://focs.com.au/
Facebook: FOCS on Facebook
Email: friendscapeschanck@gmail.com

Cape Schanck resident and talented artist Mike Ring has a 
great gallery in Flinders. Check out his work sometime.

 


