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RACV Resort redevelopment
Representatives from differing groups including; FOCS, 
Moonah Estate Owners Corporation, National Estate 
Residents Group and otehr local residents worked on behalf 
of all residents at Cape Schanck, Fingal and Boneo seeking 
a positive outcome for the proposed 120 room hotel, 650 
person conference centre, 140 seat restaurant and 40 seat 
café. Every effort was made to keep all groups informed 
through email reports. If you missed out and would like to be 
included in future updates then contact FOCS.

Our efforts have ranged from letters and articles in local 
and city media, talking with and providing information to 
councillors, state ministers of planning and local government, 
local members Martin Dixon and Greg Hunt. We have also 
entered into direct correspondence with the RACV Board.

The group represents the view that whilst the expansion in 
function and capacity of the RACV resort is reasonable, the 
building design – its height and scale are not. This group 
argues that it is not compliant with the recently amended 
incorporated document that governs the nature of development 
on the site.

It states that:

• 5.24. The residential hotel shall be designed and 
constructed to complement the general scale and 
character of the local landscape.

• 5.27b. Should be sited so as to minimise adverse amenity 
impacts on existing dwellings, including but not limited to 
overshadowing, visual and noise impacts;

And the building proposed is 30 metres high, and while set 
between 2 ridges it will be seen from many properties in and 
outside the golf course. At10 meters above the ridge line, it 
will also be seen from further down the coast and from sea. Its 
height above sea level is higher than the lighthouse.

The decision was to come before the Development Assessment 
committee on 20th May but this was postponed due to 
a governance issue. At the following council meeting an 
amendment was put to the council that the quorum for that 
committee be reduced to 3. It was withdrawn and another 
put to abolish this committee until November and that all 
development proposals be heard at ordinary council meetings, 
where the right for the public to speak is less sure.

Minister of local government made a ruling that the conflict 
needed to be declared.

On July 13th council decided 4:3 to approve the proposal. 
We provided councillors a copy of the survey, a list of 
inconsistencies and errors in the independent report and 

council officers’ report to councillors and a petition that 
councillors take note of views expressed in the survey.

All submitters who wished to speak were able to do so. 
Speakers included; 12 residents, Conleth Roche (Manager – 
RACV Cape Schanck) and Tracey Cooper, Chair (Regional 
Tourism Board). Two councillors were sick – Bowden and our 
representative Tim Wood, who would have declared a conflict 
of interest. Councillor Pittock declared a conflict of interest, 
Councillor Fraser was on leave.

Councillors Celli, Shaw, Gibb and Garnock voted for and 
Councillors Colomb, Rodgers and Dixon voted against. We 
are very disappointed as there are long term ramifications for 
us all and a win:win was possible.

There are concerns about processes from the very start. A 
Freedom of Information application was submitted to the 
MPSC, but further costs were demanded so it has been 
dropped. An application has been made to the Ombudsman 
for local governance and we await a response.

FOCS on behalf of the other groups is seeking preliminary 
advice on options we have but we are not holding our breath.

Another two proposals were submitted in relation to the 
provision of sewerage to the resort and clearing of vegetation 
on Boneo Rd to Limestone Rd for the laying of pipes. 

The sewerage proposal has been withdrawn, for the moment, 
and unfortunately that was not decided prior to approval of the 
development. The vegetation removal proposal was granted 
June /July2015.

THANK YOU to those who provided your views in the 
survey. It has been quoted frequently in our discussions and 
submissions. It is clear many of you put in well considered 
thoughtful and researched responses.

The results indicated 18% were in favour of the proposal as is, 
56% did not mind development but not the current proposal 
and 26% were against redevelopment of this scale.If you want 
further information please feel free to ring Debbie 0419 302 
238 or Ian on 0418 106 315

Greg Hunt’s 500km Walk for Autism
Debbie Withers and Ian Renwick joined Greg Hunt (Federal 
Member for Flinders) on his early morning Walk for Autism that 
started at the Cape Schanck Lighthouse on the 25 July. It was 
a terrific opportunity to discuss Cape Schanck issues with our 
local member. Minister Hunt expressed concern that the RACV 
Resort redevelopment would result in the highest building south 
of Frankston and was alarmed about the precedent this would 
set for other developers. He has since contacted the RACV 
Chairman requesting a meeting. Stay tuned.
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For those who haven’t fled to warmer climates, we hope the bitterly cold weather is over for the rest of  us. 
Our Neighbourhood day BBQ picnic at pines is now just a distant memory. It was another successful one with 
a few new faces and lots of already good friends. Since then our efforts have been spent on submissions and 
presentations to Council about the RACV Resort development and following up other initiated actions.   



Barragunda development update
We have been informed that the original Planning Permit 
that applies for the Barragunda (Colonial Micro Brewery) 
development is due to expire in September of this year. We 
are not aware of any significant work that has taken place 
to date, so it seems clear that it will not be competed before 
then. Further enquiries revealed that a request for an extension 
of time was made to Council on 27 May. and a 5 year 
extension has been granted.

MPS Budget Formulation
In February of this year Friends of Cape Schanck participated, 
at Councils request, in the formulation of the 2015-16 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Budget. We did extensive 
analysis of the current revenue and expenditure position for 
our area, and consulted the community to determine needs 
and priorities. As a result we submitted a detailed listing for 
prioritised funding.

The draft budget was released on 30 April, and once again 
there was NOTHING allocated to our area, indeed there 
is not even a single mention of Cape Schanck in the entire 
document, despite increasing rates for Cape Schanck by 
around 15%, the second highest for any community in the 
Shire. 

While it is a frustrating and particularly galling situation, we 
have no intention of giving up. We have resubmitted our 
original input to the review process now underway, with the 
request that this time it is taken seriously. We have also sent 
this directly to our Councillor and Mayor, and will consider 
wider media/political avenues if we do not achieve a better 
outcome.

In addition, FOCS is planning to develop our currently 
identified priorities into a “Cape Schanck Community Master 
Plan” that will be submitted for adoption as guiding longer 
term spending of OUR rates. We will be seeking wider 
community input and consensus as this progresses.

Green waste disposal
FOCS has been pursuing improvements to the Green Waste 
management options available to Cape Schanck residents, 
with submissions to our Red Hill Ward Councillor Tim Wood, 
as well as input to the MPS Waste Management Strategy 
paper. We are pushing for 2 specific changes, ie

• The Green bin option currently available to urban area 
residents should also be made available to residents in 
non urban localities who want this. We have a significant 
number of individual local residents who have indicated 
they would utilise this service. 

• The currently available service offering 2 weekends per 
year for free green waste disposal should be made more 
flexible, for the benefit of residents, Council, and visiting 
roads users. In the strategy plan they are suggesting that 
Friday be included on those weekends. Specifically, 
we believe the service should be offered flexibly so that 
individual residents can choose when through the year 
they utilise this facility. 
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Council owned block: Bernards Way
The feedback from our survey has clearly indicated a number 
of key messages 

1. There is general agreement that the current vacant block 
needs to be retained as a community asset 

2. There is agreed to be strong benefit for a range of 
facilities to be provided within our community, and for use 
by the community 

3. There are some concerns about the suitability of the 
Bernards Way block for providing these facilities. 

To allow more time for discussion it was suggested that the 
initial approach should be to claim the land and make it an 
undeveloped community reserve. Further plans will be part 
of developing the Cape Schanck Community Master Plan for 
longer term actions, including identifying the most appropriate 
locations for the range of facilities identified. We will also 
investigate with “Parks Victoria” the possibility of developing a 
playground at the Pines Picnic area

Boneo Road
FOCS is continuing to pursue the eventual upgrade of Boneo 
Road, to improve safety for motorists, cyclists and wildlife. The 
recent re-sealing of a 4km section from Browns Rd is clearly 
inadequate for the ongoing demands, as well as a missed 
opportunity by VicRoads and Mornington Shire. We have had 
an on-site meeting with VicRoads to clarify our understanding 
of their maintenance programme. Following this we plan to 
further represent the issue to VicRoads, as well as to MPS 
for some positive long term action, rather than the present 
inadequate patch up approach. In particular this needs to take 
into account the already greatly increased traffic loads and 
potential tripling the RACV redevelopment brings with it.

We have approached Tim Wood on behalf of the Council 
and the RACV to work with us and VicRoads to ensure a better 
and safer road for all.

Feedback and Enquiries 
If you have any feedback or questions, or are interested in 
joining our group, please check our website at 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Cape-Schanck

http://focs.com.au/index.php/focshome

If you feel passionate about any of our activities and can 
devote some of your time we are always looking for help with 
progressing our projects.

Contacts
Website: http://focs.com.au
Facebook: FOCS on Facebook
Email: friendscapeschanck@gmail.com


