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Cape Schanck Community initiatives
Thursday Tapas and drinks
The regular informal get togethers, Tapas and drinks at RACV 
Resort Cape Schanck will continue again in 2015. The first 
Tapas of the year was held on 19th of February. FOCS 
committee decided to move time slightly to allow Barrie to 
report back from the Red Hill Residents Action Meeting. This 
year we will meet on the third Thursday of each month, 
starting at 6pm.

Neighbour Day
This year again FOCS is planning to celebrate Neighbour 
Day. Cape Schanck Neighbour Day this year will be held on 
Sunday 29 March starting 12.30 at the Pines Picnic area, 
similar to last years successful event. FOCS will provide BBQ 
snags and salads, BYO drinks. We will advise further shortly, 
and are requesting RSVP by 22 March if possible by for 
catering purposes. However if you are unsure or unable to 
respond in this time, come along anyway and have a pleasant 
afternoon with your neighbours.

Neighbour Day was founded in Melbourne, in March 2003 
by Andrew Heslop after the remains of an elderly woman 
were found inside her suburban home. Since 2003 there have 
been five principal aims which have shaped Neighbour Day –

1. Strengthen communities and build better relationships 
with the people who live around us.

2. Create safer, healthier and more vibrant suburbs and 
towns.

3. Promote tolerance, respect and understanding.

4. Break down community barriers.

5. Protect the elderly, the vulnerable and the 
disadvantaged.

We would like our community to be friendly, helpful and safe 
but not intrusive, hence will continue to host these low key 
events.

Wider Community Initiatives 
Red Hill Ward Meetings
FOCS is also driving inputs to the Residents Action Meetings 
run by Red Hill Ward councillor Tim Wood. Priority items 
submitted for the initial (February 2015) meeting are to 
address the state of Boneo Road as well as feedback/update 
on Council considerations for the RACV redevelopment.

FOCS (and other community groups) inputs were well received 
with commitment to provide responses in all cases and Boneo 
Road in particular has been added to a list of high priority 

roads Councillor Wood is compiling to seek remedial action. 
Additionally feedback and discussions with other groups was 
very beneficial in identifying common issues or interests, and 
indicating useful leads or approaches we can use to progress 
our ideas. Further details will be kept current on our website.

RACV club house redevelopment
As you probably aware by now RACV has submitted a 
proposal to redevelop their resort facilities and sewerage 
services at Cape Schanck. The development Plans are 
currently with Mornington Peninsula Shire and all residents 
were invited to make an individual submission. Friends Of 
Cape Schanck (FOCS) submitted a consolidated response 
relating to the proposals, namely;

• GE14/1196 Construct underground reticulated sewer 
services and ancillary works including sewer pump 
station

• Development Plan GE14/1195 RACV Cape Schanck 
Clubhouse redevelopment

The latest indication is that this proposal will be considered by 
Council in April 2015.

Furthermore FOCS has now drawn these issues to the attention 
of relevant state government and ministers as well as our 
local state government member Martin Dixon. The objective 
is to ensure that proper planning processes are followed and 
local community interests are served. Copies of all FOCS 
submissions can be downloaded from FOCS website. 

A Council consultation session was hosted at the Shire Offices 
in Mornington on Tuesday 24th February. It was attended 
by FOCS representatives as well as a number of golf course 
residents (approx 40) who have been rallied by Phil Gleadhill 
and Paul A’Bell. Others who attended included; RACV Resort 
management, Tract Consultants, the architect, National Golf 
Club,South East Water, the current sewerage system providers, 
council planning and administrative officers. An independent 
facilitator helped focus the issues and ensuing discussion. 
Due to the Shire CEO scheduling a briefing there were no 
Councillors in attendance to gauge the depth of feeling 
expressed by the residents.

It was clearly and vigorously stated by all residents who spoke 
that whilst there was in-principle support for the idea of a 
redevelopment, there were significant concerns about the size, 
specifically the height, of the proposed design. Other major 
concerns that Council has to consider include; the proposer’s 
decision to consider a South East Water alternative to the 
current sewerage system that could leave current residents 
significantly financially disadvantaged; increased noise and 
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We hope that you had great time during the festive season. With holidays and the busiest of the tourist season 
largely gone its time to settle in to another year-2015 (Wow). Currently FOCS is busy with 3 major issues: 
concerns over upcoming RACV resort redevelopment, Boneo Road and new Cape Schanck community initiatives. 
Of course we are following up on last year actions as well. It looks like a busy year ahead. 



light, an estimated increase in traffic flow 
in the glf course as well as on Boneo 
Road by more than 300%. Whilst the 
meeting time was extended there were 
still a few issues that were not discussed.
Minutes from this meeting will be be 
posted on the FOCS website when 
made available. Phil Gleadhill and his 
team have written letters to The Age 
and communication with more senior 
RACV representatives is being pursued. 
An on-site meeting at RACV Resort with 
councillors and interested parties is 
expected in the near future.

MPS Budget Formulation
Friends of Cape Schanck submitted an 
input to the 2015/16 MPS Budget 
formulation, via the Shires “Have Your 
Say” process.

This is essentially a repeat of a submission we made for 
2014/15 which resulted in absolutely no allocation made. 
We submitted that it is scandalous that for our community that 
contributes (by our calculations) nearly $1M annually in rates 
a mere 4% is actually spent in our area, the vast majority of 
this being for the ubiquitous kerbside waste collection. This has 
been the case for decades, and it is high time some dividend 
is returned to the community. 

Particularly galling is that this year Cape Schanck rates have 
increased by around 15%, the second highest increase for any 
community in the Shire. FOCS submission is available on our 
website, we will keep you informed of any progress

What’s on the Horizon
The New year will see us progressing already started actions, 
initiatives and discussions with 

• Discussions with RACV resort to  pursue common 
interests (Bike path, bushfire planning, access to RACV  
facilities, playground, Boneo Rd upgrade)

• Peruse issues with council re: green waste collection. It 
looks like our community is divided some of us would 
be satisfied with a Green Bin, some have different 
needs for green waste collection FOCS is trying 
negotiate different solution with the possibility of more 
flexible use of free Tip days being preferred

• We will be working towards creating a recommended 
plan for shared space/place using a council owned 
block to provide a community facility. Initial indications 
are that some funds may be made available in 
2015/16 for this project. We feel that a suitably 
designed space would benefit the community greatly, 
and are planning to have wider community discussions 
to help us shape the best outcome for community. It’s 
encouraging that we have managed to start the process 
however we understand that it could take time for final 
outcome. 

• Road safety and bus stops for school bus are also being 
progressed as a part of our discussion with council.  

We are seeking views on the best location for stops.
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Dates to Remember

Date Activity details

12 March
Red Hill Ward Residents Action Meeting 
(RAM). Let us know if you have any issues 
you wish raised.

19 March March drinks and tapas

22 March RSVP to Neighbourhood day invitation

29 March
‘Neighbour Day’ at The Pines picnic area. 
FOCS sponsored community BBQ. BYO 
drinks.

TBA April RACV redevelopment proposal considered 
by MPS Council.

9 April Red Hill Ward Residents Action Meeting 

17 April April drinks and tapas

Feedback and Enquiries 
If you have any feedback or questions, or are interested in 
joining our group, please check our website at 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Cape-Schanck

http://focs.com.au/index.php/focshome

If you feel passionate about any of our activities and can 
devote some of your time we are always looking for help with 
progressing our projects.

Contacts
Website: http://focs.com.au
Facebook: FOCS on Facebook
Email: friendscapeschanck@gmail.com

Above: a list of issues discussed and actions proposed at Tuesday’s Council 
consultation session in relation to the proposed RACV development.


