
FOCS newsletter 

Inside FOCS group
We in Friends of Cape Schanck are determined to work 
towards building a stronger and supportive community.

Cape Schanck community initiatives
Your Big Ideas Survey
To kick off the new year we want your input. We would 
like to hear what you most want for our community. The 
intent is to collect ideas to help focus our 2014 FOCS 
activities. The survey can be completed either on a 
separate postcard to be delivered with the newsletter or 
on the FOCS website or via the FOCS Facebook page. 
It needs to be returned by the 10th February. Once we 
have received inputs we plan to give the community 
an opportunity to help rate which ideas are widely 
supported. 

Thursday Tapas and Drinks 
The regular Tapas and drinks have been successful 
events allowing people to have a regular time to 
socialise with their neighbours. These will re-commence 
on February 13, then every second Thursday of the 
month, from 6 pm.  We meet at RACV Resort Cape 
Schanck, starting with Tapas at the bar staying for dinner 
for those who want to. Hope to see some new faces 
when you can make it. 

Did you witness this?
Just before Christmas, for the second year in a row, 
valuable Pine trees have been removed from a Cape 
Schanck property. Looking for answers, the owner has 
turned to us to ‘spread the word’. If you saw something 
please contact the relvent authorities.

FOCS Facebook page
Have you seen our Facebook page? A good way to 
keep in touch on new events or information is through 
our posts on Facebook. Simply find Friends of Cape 
Schanck on Facebook and like the page and you can 
get feeds of updates as they occur.

Reaching out to other groups
We are starting to develop ties with neighbouring 
group to make sure that we can cooperate on common 
initiatives our Vice-president Irene is performing an 
“outreach” function through her attendance at the Red 
Hill Ward Consultative Group meetings. 

Wider Community Initiatives 
Barragunda
The latest update received is that the Barragunda entry 
from Boneo Rd has been approved by VicRoads. The 
approved entry location is approximately 250m past 
Long Point Road, towards Flinders. A plan of this entry 
location is available on the FOCS website. No more 
detailed information is available at present, and any 
timetable for work to commence is still to be advised. 

Boneo Road
We are continuing to push for improvements to the 
standard of Boneo Rd. So far the response from 
VicRoads (previously circulated) has little to offer but 
leaves a few openings for further lobbying, both via 
VicRoads and Mornington Shire. Support will also be 
sought from RACV, National, CFA to strengthen our case. 

Cape Schanck Road
The poor condition of Cape Schanck Road has been 
also been raised with Mornington Shire. Some minor 
repairs have since been carried out.

Feedback from recent meetings
CFA community meeting at RACV
The main message from CFA is that the only safe option 
is to get out early. We are now in the midst of the high 
danger period, and it is worth re-iterating the importance 
of of making sure that you have fire safe plan and leave 
early when conditions are critical. However if by chance 
you get caught here there is an agreement in place 
with RACV Cape Schanck that gates will be left open, 
sprinklers on and the resort will be the last choice refuge 
on extreme/code red days. We re-iterate- it would be 
dangerous and foolhardy to rely on this!

Meet our Councillor
A number of FOCS representatives attended the Red 
Hill Ward Community Meeting on the 18th December 
at Balnarring. The meeting was well attended by 
both Council and Community representatives. Despite 
seemingly good will on both sides it was disappointing 
that we couldn’t get clear answers from our Councillor 
for three crucial (we thought) questions.

1.  What is our councillor’s vision for the future of Red 
Hill ward?
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Have you heard the expression time is flying? – of course you have. Well its 2014 now, so Happy New Year 
for each and all of us. We hope that it will be a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous one. We in FOCS are looking 
forward to this year.



2. What is next year’s planned budget for our ward?

3. What are the budget priorities?

We will continue (along with other community groups) to 
pursue further clarification on these points.

What’s on the horizon
We will be waiting with great interest to your reply to 
“Big Idea survey”. We hope that this will identify some 
key initiatives that can then be achieved with wider 
community support. 

We are planning to organise another community BBQ 
where every one will be given opportunity to discuss and 
influence next years plan. We expect our 2014 plan 
being in place by March 

In parallel with this activity we are also planning a 
number of meetings with other local groups.

•  RACV resort; to pursue common interests (Bike 
path, bushfire planning, access to RACV facilities, 
playground, Boneo Rd upgrade,...)

•  National Golf Club; as above

•  Mornington Shire Recreational Officer; 
development of amenities, in particular retention 
of council blocks for community use, e.g. Kids 
playground, fenced off leash free dog park or 
community BBQ area

•  Flinders community group; to explore common 
interests/issues

Contacts:
Website: http://focs.com.au/
Facebook: FOCS on Facebook

Email: friendscapeschanck@gmail.com
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE
Business listing 
If you have a local business or service and 
would like to be listed in our newsletter then 
let us know. We will be distributing it every 
2-3 months to the Cape Schanck community. 
Let’s support local business!

Or maybe you are looking for help. You 
never know your neighbours may be able to 
assist.

Just drop us a note via the contact page on 
our website and we can include your details 
in future. And best of all - it’s FREE!

Did you know that?
British-Australian artist Georgiana McCrae 
produced many of her paintings at Cape 
Schanck. An artist who was born in London 
in 1804 and migrated to Melbourne in 1840 
with her husband and 3 children. From the mid 
1840s she lived for much of the time initially 
at a holding at the foot of Arthurs Seat, which 
became known as McCrae Homestead, and 
later at her daughters’ farm of Barragunda! In 
that time she painted many local scenes from 
Baragunda estate as well as other Cape Schanck 
landrscapes including Pulpit Rock.

At Cape Schanck 
(view of memorial stone to Edith Mary Anderson)

Flinders (View of Coastline) 1885
Artist’s name: Georgiana McCrae


