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Inside FOCS group
FOCS held its AGM on 4 November to review a very 
active and successful year. The meeting elected office 
bearers for the coming year, namely:

President:  Debbie Withers
Vice-president: Irene Wyld
Secretary: Phil Mottolini
Treasurer: Richard Hasseldine
Committee: Mal Kalinowski, Ian Renwick, 

Barry Rimmer, Robyn Johnston

A special vote of thanks to our previous president and 
secretary, Cathy and Matt who have been the driving 
force behind FOCS since its inception and in particular 
did an enormous amount of work to achieve a good 
outcome for the community in relation to the proposed 
Barragunda development. Enjoy your break Cathy and 
Matt, and we look forward to having you back after 
your travels.

Cape Schanck Community initiatives
We have held a range of community get togethers 
through 2013, open to both FOCS members and to 
the wider Cape Schanck Community. These have now 
wound up till next year, but we will be advising of 
ongoing activities shortly. All will be welcome to come 
along and meet your neighbours.

Community BBQ 
On the first weekend of November we held a very 
enjoyable and well attended event. Cape Schanck 
turned on a sunny afternoon as we mingled over gourmet 
sausages and chocolate cake.

Sunday walks and coffee
For those fancying a nice walk we have been holding 
monthly casual Sunday walks followed by coffee/
brunch. This has been a great opportunity to enjoy the 
best our area has to offer in company of like minded 
people. 

Thursday Tapas and drinks
During 2013 we held regular informal get togethers at 
RACV Resort Cape Schanck, starting with Tapas at the 
bar and then dinner for those who wanted to. 

Reaching out to other groups
We have many neighbouring community groups that 
will have similar ideas and issues as ours. To make sure 
that we can cooperate on common initiatives our Vice-
president Irene is performing an “outreach” function 
through her attendance at the Red Hill Ward Consultative 
Group meetings. The RHWCG meets once a month 
with our Councillor, Frank Martin, to discuss issues of 
importance to the communities that flourish throughout 
the Red Hill Ward. Examples of some of the topics 
discussed include: fire safety, the need for improved 
infrastructure throughout the small townships in the Ward; 
the Arthurs Seat Tip (which we are pleased to advise is 
NOT proceeding thanks to the diligence of the EPA); the 
proposed Rosebud Pool; progress with Barragunda etc. 

Other outreach activities include discussions with 
Peninsula Speaks. FOCS has elected to join this group 
so that we can get a better understanding of Peninsula-
wide issues. Our involvement with these groups is to 
ensure that the interests, concerns and needs of our 
community are expressed in the broader environment. 
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Community BBQ - “Meet the neighbours”

By now you are probably aware of Friends of Cape Schanck (FOCS) community group. We formed in 2011 in 
response to a proposed development at Cape Schanck’s Barrugunda Estate. More recently we have shifted our 
purpose to include wider community interests. 

One of our objectives is developing effective communication channels. We are planning to distribute a regular 
newsletter as well as having information available on our webpage and facebook pages. We are also very 
keen on having your input, so will provide opportunities for you to do this.



Stop Press: Meet Our Councillor.
We have just had word come through about a Red Hill 
Ward Community Meeting with our councillor Frank 
Martin. This is an ideal opportunity for residents to raise 
Cape Schanck issues and to hear Frank’s response to 
these and other matters.

It will be held at the Balnarring Community Hall,  
6.30–8.30 pm on Wednesday 18 December. 

To confirm attendance please RSVP by 11 December to  
councillor.support@mornpen.vic.gov.au  
or  phone 5950 1428.
 

Wider Community Initiative 
Boneo Road
The severely degraded condition of Boneo Rd is of 
concern to members of FOCS, and we believe the wider 
community. Discussion with VicRoads has revealed that 
at this stage there are no real plans to improve the road 
safety. 

FOCS have submitted a letter to VicRoads, as well as 
Mornington Council to register our concerns and request 
they jointly address the current unsatisfactory situation. 
We will keep you advised of feedback. 

Bike path plan
FOCS is also endeavouring to have Cape Schanck 
better served as part of the Peninsula Bike Plan. This 
would ideally include providing bicycle paths along 
Boneo Rd and Cape Schanck Rd. 

What’s on the Horizon
We are trying to work towards further developing Cape 
Schanck as not only a great place to live but also great 
community to live in.

Your Big Idea
We would like to hear from you where you would like 
us to concentrate our efforts. We have a number of 
ideas ourselves but we would love to hear from you. 
Soon we will distribute “Your Big Idea” questionnaire, 
asking you to let us know what you think.

Community Fire plan
CFA will be conducting community meeting at RACV 
Club on 6th December at 5pm. The RACV has 
distributed invitations to nearby residents. Don’t forget 
contact the RACV Club to book in and we’ll see you 
there. If there is sufficient interest the CFA can help 
further to facilitate a Community Fire Plan for the area. 

Bush fire response decision tree
This is successful tool for a community to look after 
each other in event of major emergency. Each 
person commits to call 2 or 3 neighbours in case 
of an emergency like a Bush fire to ensure that everyone 
is aware and safe. The list of a phone numbers for each 
participant would be developed if the idea is accepted.

Do you want to list your business in 
this newsletter? 
If you have a local business or service and would like 
to list this in our newsletter let us know. We will be 
distributing it every 2–3 months to the Cape Schanck 
community. It’s always better to support local business, 
right?

Or maybe you are looking for help. You never know 
your neighbour might just be able to help. Just drop us a 
note via the contact page on our website and we can 
include your details in future.

Contacts:
Website: http://focs.com.au/
Facebook: FOCS on Facebook

Email: friendscapeschanck@gmail.com


